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Emergency Operations Center Groundbreaking 

January 6, 2022 
 

On a cool, clear early January 

morning members of Tribal 

Council, departmental staff, 

Stroh Architecture, Kenew 

(project management) and 

NEZ/FCI Constructors came to-

gether at a site located on Mesa 

View Drive to begin work on the 

long-awaited Emergency Opera-

tions Center.  To begin, Ms. 

Jorigine Paya blessed the site 

and led the group in a traditional Hualapai ‘nya nagaja’ prayer to the rising 

sun.  Located on the high-ground in eastern Peach Springs, the new EOC will 

provide over 3,200 sq. ft. of office and storage space for the Incident Command 

Team to meet, plan and stage 

operations throughout the 

Hualapai Reservation. 

 

The contractor will begin 

ground clearing, excavation and 

utility work this month with 

vertical construction expected 

to start in March and comple-

tion scheduled for June.  The 

project is funded by BIA, 

CARES Act and a grant from 

Freeport-McMoRan. 

Hualapai Tribe • Emergency Operations Center Groundbreaking 
Submitted by: Kevin Davidson│Hualapai Planning Department 

Artist rendering of Emergency Operations Center 

Melvin Hunter, Jr. explains the origins of and 

need for the EOC while Vice-Chairman Crozier, 

Councilman Watahomigie and Courtney Kellar of 

Stroh Architecture look on. 

 

Left to right: Brad Shuffler, 

Phil Wisely, Melvin Hunter, 

Jr., Courtney Kellar, Council 

members Jolene Marshall, 

Scott Crozier, Richard Pows-

key, and Blake Watahomigie, 

Mike Kuebelbeck of NEZ/FCI, 

Jorigine Paya, Orlando Cas-

tiano, Marvin Nez, Kevin Da-

vidson & Chad Hafstrom of 

Kenew. 
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Hualapai Tribal Court • Public Notice: Final Probate Hearing 
Submitted by: Tawnya Shongo│Hualapai Tribal Court 
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Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Board of Directors: Vacancy Position Announcement 
Submitted by: Chris Novak│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
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Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Board of Directors 
Submitted by: Kristen Wakayuta│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
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Hualapai Finance Department • 2022 Utility Assistance 
Submitted by: Joyce Powskey│Hualapai Finance Department 

hualapai-nsn.gov/government/finance
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Hualapai Finance Department • Medical Assistance Travel 
Submitted by: Joyce Powskey│Hualapai Finance Department 
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Hualapai Finance Department • Social Programs Guidelines 
Submitted by: Joyce Powskey│Hualapai Finance Department 
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**Please note that every child will need their own application.** 

Hualapai Tribal Vaccination Incentive Program • Program Ends: Monday, February 28th 
Submitted by: Joyce Powskey│Hualapai Finance Department 



PAGE 17 GAMYU ISSUE #02 



PAGE 18 GAMYU ISSUE #02 



PAGE 19 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

National Monument Proposal 
Submitted by: Charlotte Navanick│Ute Indian Tribe 

National Monument Proposed by Congresswoman and Tribes in Nevada  

Spirit Mountain, also known as Avi Kwa Ame, is an area considered sacred by ten Yuman speaking Tribes 
as well as the Hopi and Chemehuevi Paiute in Southern Nevada. The area is being proposed as a national 
monument. (Photo/Courtesy Honor Spirit Mountain)  

BY DARREN THOMPSON  

JANUARY 17, 2022 

On Friday, January 14, U.S. Representative Dina Titus (D-Las Vegas) said during a press conference in Las 
Vegas that she plans on introducing legislation to Congress designated to make an area south of Las Vegas 
a national monument within the next few days.  

In a letter to Interior Secretary Deb Haaland on Wednesday, January 12, U.S. Rep. Titus wrote, “We have 
an opportunity to preserve a place of deep sacred reverence filled with natural wonders and vibrant scen-
ery of several mountain ranges. Avi Kwa Ame is the Mojave name for Spirit Mountain, the center of crea-
tion for Yuman-speaking tribes, and the surrounding landscape. While Spirit Mountain enjoys permanent 
protection as part of Lake Mead National Recreation Area, the sacred landscape associated with it is still 
in need of permanent protection.” 

The area she hopes to memorialize surrounds Spirit Mountain, a mountain within the Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area near Laughlin, Nevada known to some Tribes as Avi Kwa’ Ame (meaning Spirit Moun-
tain in Mojave), which has been listed on the United States National Register of Historic Place since 1999 
for its cultural significance for Tribes in Southern Nevada.  

The proposed Avi Kwa Ame National Monument is a 450,000-acre area in Southern Nevada that inludes 
what some Tribes say is culturally significant and biologically diverse. The proposed area of the national 
monument is 703 square miles and contains scenic peaks, canyons, Joshua trees, bighorn sheep migration 
routes, grasslands, and petroglyphs.  
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National Monument Proposal 
Submitted by: Charlotte Navanick│Ute Indian Tribe 

“Our creation story places us directly in the center of this area," said Vice-Chairman of the Fort Mojave 
Tribe Shan Lewis during a press conference on Friday in Las Vegas. “Our efforts are to protect these places 
of significance and sacredness while maintaining their integrity as a place of home and worship. There are 
nine other tribes whose creation story begins at Avi Kwa Ame.” 

Support for the proposed national monument has gained support over the last few months, including from 
opponents of a proposed wind farm in the area. Others have voiced their support as well.  

“Anytime land is set aside for conservation is good for our people and those yet to come,” said Chairman of 
the Walker River Paiute Tribe Amber Torres to Native News Online. “We need to preserve as much of our 
ancestral homelands as possible. We need our congressional leaders to support and stand behind this as 
well.” 

U.S. Rep. Titus’s letter to Interior Secretary Haaland and Council on Environmental Quality Chair Brenda 
Mallory last Wednesday was to urge support for Titus's forthcoming legislation.  

There is an online petition, Honor Avi Kwa Ame, supporting the proposed Avi Kwa Ame National Monu-
ment. The proposed Avi Kwa Ame National Monument is supported by Tribes, conservation and recrea-
tion groups, business leaders, and elected officials. 

If legislation of the proposed monument were to pass, it would permanently protect nearly 450,000 acres 
of lands within the Mojave Desert.  

About The Author 

Darren Thompson 

Darren Thompson (Lac du Flambeau Ojibwe) is a freelance journalist and based in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota, where he also contributes to Unicorn Riot, an alternative media publication. Thompson has 
reported on political unrest, tribal sovereignty, and Indigenous issues for the Aboriginal Peoples Television 
Network, Indian Country Today, Native News Online, Powwows.com and Unicorn Riot. He has contribut-
ed to the New York Times, the Washington Post, and Voice of America on various Indigenous issues in 
international conversation. He has a bachelor’s degree in Criminology & Law Studies from Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Emergency Contact Cellular Telephone Numbers 

Incident Command Team:     EMS Dispatch:  

928-769-0001      928-769-6513   

Hualapai Adult Detention:    Fire Chief:  

928-310-4786       928-403-1537    



PAGE 21 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

Boys & Girls Club of Peach Springs • Join Our Team 
Submitted by: Amelia Sullivan-Beecher│Boys & Girls Club of Peach Springs 

Your local BGC is hiring! We have multiple positions available, both part-time and full-time! 
For more information, please call Branch Director—Amelia Sullivan-Beecher at (928) 769-1801 or 
769-1008 or send an email to Amelia.Sullivan@bgcs.org 
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Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Current Job Postings 
Submitted by: Gina Masawytewa│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
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Contracting Opportunities 

Submitted by: Kevin A. Davidson| Hualapai Planning Department 

NOTICE OF INVITATION FOR BIDS FROM RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS,  

IFB NO. 01-2022  RECONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE-FAMILY HOME IN PEACH SPRINGS  

Notice is hereby given that the Hualapai Indian Tribe, hereinafter referred to as the "Tribe", is solic-
iting bids from residential contractors to reconstruct a single family home in Peach Springs, located 

on the Hualapai Reservation, Arizona. 

The Tribe invites Indian and non-Indian owned firms to submit sealed bids. The Tribe will select the bidder whose 
bid does not substantially exceed the amount of funds available for construction of the project, subject to applica-
ble Indian Preference requirements and assessments of the Bidder’s responsiveness and responsibility under fed-
eral law. Funds are derived from the BIA Housing Improvement Program. The reconstructed home must be ready 
for occupancy no later than six (6) months after contract’s Notice to Proceed is given. 

PRE-BID MEETING & SITE VISIT:  Thursday, January 13, 2022, 9:30 A.M. at Hualapai Planning Department, 887 
West Highway 66, Peach Springs, Arizona 86434. 

BID DUE DATE:  Monday, February 14 2022, 2:00 P.M. at Hualapai Planning and Economic Development Dept., 
887 West Highway 66, Peach Springs, AZ 86434 

QUESTIONS SHALL BE DIRECTED TO: Kevin A. Davidson, Planning and Economic Development Director, (928) 
769-1310, kevin.davidson@hualapai-nsn.gov   

Request for Qualifications for General Manager for the Hualapai Tribal Utility Authority 

The Hualapai Planning Department (Planning), in association with the Hualapai Tribal Utility Au-
thority (HTUA), is seeking a part time General Manager to provide guidance and structure to the 
HTUA Board members and associated staff.  In addition, the Board seeks a General Manager with 

experience in constructing a power lines, community-scale solar arrays, managing existing federal power contracts 
held by the Tribe, negotiating various supply and wheeling agreements to bring power to the Hualapai Reserva-
tion, assisting the HTUA in its pending loan application to USDA, Rural Utilities Service, and negotiating leases for 
utility rights-of-way.  The General Manager shall be responsible for the day-to-day operations of HTUA, subject to 
oversight by the Board of Directors. 

The RFQ will close on Friday, January 21, 2022 at 4:00 PM Arizona Time.  Proposals will be accepted from both 
Indian-owned and other firms for this project.  All questions must be submitted in writing and may be sent via 
email to the individual listed below. All proposals shall be submitted to: 

Kevin A. Davidson, Director 

Hualapai Tribe Planning & Economic Development Department 

Phone: (928) 769-1310 Ext. 22, e-mail: kevin.davidson@hualapai-nsn.gov   

Mail to: P.O. Box 179, Peach Springs, Arizona 86434  or deliver to:  

887 W. Highway 66 Peach Springs, Arizona 86434    
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Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Leadership 
Submitted by: Gina Masawytewa│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Leadership 

Submitted by: Gina Masawytewa│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
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Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Leadership 
Submitted by: Gina Masawytewa│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 



Grand Canyon Resort Corporation • Leadership 
Submitted by: Gina Masawytewa│Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
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COVID Tracker 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 



PAGE 34 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 
Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 

Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 
Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 
Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 
Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Community Guidance 
Submitted by: Hualapai Emergency Response Team 
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Council Meeting Minutes — June 29, 2021 

Submitted by: Shanna Salazar Administrative Assistant to the Hualapai Tribal Council 
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Council Meeting Minutes — June 29, 2021 

Submitted by: Shanna Salazar Administrative Assistant to the Hualapai Tribal Council 
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Council Meeting Minutes — June 29, 2021 

Submitted by: Shanna Salazar Administrative Assistant to the Hualapai Tribal Council 



PAGE 45 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

Council Meeting Minutes — June 29, 2021 

Submitted by: Shanna Salazar Administrative Assistant to the Hualapai Tribal Council 
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Council Meeting Minutes — June 29, 2021 

Submitted by: Shanna Salazar Administrative Assistant to the Hualapai Tribal Council 
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COVID-19 Boosters 

Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 



PAGE 48 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

COVID-19 Omicron Variant 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 
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Free COVID-19 Testing 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 

Need help finding a COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S.?  

Call 1(800) 232-0233 [TTY 1(888) 720-7489] 

Or see:  https://www.vaccines.gov/search/   
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COVID-19 Screening 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 
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COVID-19 treatments 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 
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COVID-19  Courtesy 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 
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COVID-19  Safety and Wellbeing 
Submitted by: Rebecca Rice | Peach Springs Indian Health Center 
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Hualapai Special Diabetes Program 
Submitted by:  Rory Majenty | Hualapai Special Diabetes Program  

Hualapai Special Diabetes Program for Indians      

The goal of Hualapai Special Diabetes Program for Indians formally known as Employ-
ees Working for Health is to prevent and manage diabetes in our tribal community by 
providing diabetes, nutrition and physical activity education to community and tribal 
members.  All Hualapai Special Diabetes Program for Indians Staff are Certified Lifestyle 
Coaches. Fitness Instructors are certified and a Nurse Case Manager is onsite.      

What are the Benefits of Exercise for Diabetes? A little daily exercise can go a long way, 
especially for those with type 2 diabetes. “If you could do something that could lower 
your A1C, improve your stress level, improve your sleep, improve your health, and had 
no side effects, would you do it?” The answer, is usually yes. Exercise can actually bring 
blood glucose levels down, according to the American Diabetes Association. When you 
work out, your muscles need to use the available insulin to take in glucose for energy, 
thus lowering the levels in the bloodstream. Not only does this lower blood glucose levels 
temporarily, but sticking with a regular workout groove can lower your A1C over time.  

What exactly is diabetes? Diabetes is a chronic (long-lasting) health condition that affects 
how your body turns food into energy. Most of the food you eat is broken down into sug-
ar (also called glucose) and released into your bloodstream. When your blood sugar goes 
up, it signals your pancreas to release insulin. Adding exercise to your daily routine helps 
protect your heart, too, which is critical because diabetes increases your heart disease risk 
significantly. For example, regular exercise helps lower blood pressure, which makes it 
easier for the heart to pump oxygen-rich blood throughout the body.  

For a well-rounded exercise program, including a mixture of cardio, strength training, 
and stretching call the fitness center at 928-769-2644 or 928-769-1630 Old Healthy Heart 
Building for Diabetes Education Information. Hualapai Special Diabetes Program for In-
dians awards points for every visit to the fitness center or walking on your own to earn 
an incentive. Exercise doesn't always mean you have to visit a fitness center, gym, tread-
mill and elliptical daily. It also means just keeping active and walking 30 minutes a day 
on your own time while earning incentive points. Focus on your fitness, you need to take 
care of yourself FIRST to properly take care of others.   

In 1997 Congress passed Legislation to create the Hualapai Special Diabetes Program for 
Indians funding to treat and prevent diabetes in American Indians and Alaska Natives 
(AI/ANs). The Hualapai Tribe (Nation) receives funding annually to operate & manage 
the diabetes program for the past 22 years. We encourage you to participate in Diabetes 
awareness for yourself and family members. Call us for more Hualapai Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians information or Questions. Live Long Live We’ll by Exercising and 
Eating Healthy!   

* 2022 SDPI Baseline Enrollment Now Being Accepted-Call for Details  
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Hualapai Special Diabetes Program 
Submitted by:  Rory Majenty | Hualapai Special Diabetes Program  
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Hualapai Special Diabetes Program 
Submitted by:  Rory Majenty | Hualapai Special Diabetes Program  
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Hualapai Special Diabetes Program 
Submitted by:  Athena Crozier| Hualapai Special Diabetes Program  
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Hualapai Special Diabetes Program 
Submitted by:  Athena Crozier| Hualapai Special Diabetes Program  

Gamyu Newsletter Deadline & Publication Dates 

Gamyu newsletter articles are due every other FRIDAY (the week before tribal 
pay week) by 5:00 p.m.   

Please remember to attach the Information Sheet with your articles and no 
ANONYMOUS submissions please.  

Gamyu newsletters also online at www.hualapai-nsn.gov.  

Article Deadline: Friday, January 28th 

Next Publication: Friday, February 4th 
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Fatherhood & Motherhood 
Submitted by: Jessica Powskey | Health, Education & Wellness 
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Inspiration for Mothers 
Submitted by:  Tara Gene, Regional Director | First Things first 
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Head Start Enrollment Open 
Submitted by: Alanna Kathadhe | Hualapai Head  Start 
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Boys & Girls Club Operating Hours 
Submitted by: Amelia Sullivan| Hualapai Boys & Girls Club 



PAGE 63 GAMYU ISSUE #02 

Gamyu: 

Congratulations to our college grad-
uates, Awa Loveena Watahomigie 
and Awa Breanna Watahomigie.  
Loveena Sage Watahomigie gradu-
ated from Northern Arizona Univer-
sity, Flagstaff, Arizona, with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree, Anthropology, 
Cum laude, in May, 2021.   Breanna 
Sunshine Watahomigie graduated 
from Haskell Indian Nations Univer-
sity, Lawrence, Kansas with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree, Indige-
nous/American Indian Studies in De-
cember, 2021.    

The Hualapai tribe gains two new workforce members to ensure the enduring future 
our tribe.  Congratulations on your graduations and wishing you successful future ca-
reers.  We are proud of you.       Lucille J. Watahomigie  

College Graduations 
Submitted by: Lucille Watahomigie 

Inspiration & Encouragement Corner 

Submitted by: Josey Powsey 

I am claiming 2022 Gods reward 

To be my greatest year to.. 

Prosper… 

Physically 

Spiritually 

Mentally 

Financially 

Academically 

And Socially 

In Jesus Name!  

Amen!  

Walk with God When 

 your heart needs company 

Turn to God when 

 you need someone to lean on 

Take God’s hand when, 

 You feel lost and alone 

When no one can be there – Remember. 

God is always there! 

You are never alone!  

Amen! 

Hello, I’m back on track with my articles!  So here is one: or the 1st one…. 
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