15 years after embarking on an altruistic and legal journey, I reflect on where I am, where I have been, and what is next. As an Associate Justice of a fledgling Tribal Court, I find myself embarking on an altruistic and legal journey that had initially begun over fifteen years ago.   Although many tribal courts do not always require that judges to be legally trained; I firmly believe that tribal court officials that possess lawyering skills will be better suited and far more prepared to promote a court that will instill confidence and trust in the people it serves and the State and Federal Courts it will work alongside. Though my judicial appointment as an  an Associate Justice of a fledgling Tribal Court Associate Justice may or may not extend throughout the remainder of my life; it is very much my desire to instill confidence in the court and those who serve while practicinge law within Indian Country. This is why I am applying to law school.
Understand that the beginning of my academic journey may seem confusing and erratic; culture shock played a hand that I wasn’t as immune from as I had initially thought. Despite all my grandiose ideas about being one of the first few to make it off the reservation, pursue a higher education and achieve a successful outcome; I did find myself woefully ill prepared to tackle the world outside the insulated boundaries of my reservation. Since that time and through the years, I have lived on and off the reservation, and have found a very comfortable medium that allows me to seamlessly interact with those outside my culture, as well as within. 
Through my ongoing connections and friendships made within Arizona State University’s American Indian community and across Indian country; I’ve participated in many discussions regarding the vast chasm of qualified American Indians in legal professions representing Native issues. While some may believe that a law program that focuses specifically on American Indian issues may better prepare law students seeking to enter that arena; I believe that a strong legal background immersed in current and evolving American legal theory, is a far better proving ground for those who would tackle Native issues in today’s society. As an American Indian raised entirely and currently living on a reservation, no better lesson can be taught about Indian country than what I have already witnessed and experienced lived through the years. 
As the former Chief Executive Administrator for an American Indian Tribe, I had undertaken extensive projects for many years involving societal and economic issues within several of the Tribe’s communities. Not surprisingly, legal advice regarding trust establishment, probate, bond issuance, tax remedies, custodial/dependency issues and the like, were a constant factor in my daily responsibilities. Though a virtual bevy of qualified attorneys aided me in my endeavors; my grounded common sense, along with strong will and tenacity served me well in the development and establishment of many programs and services that still stand today in testament of my sound and compassionate socioeconomic practices.
All the above having been stated, I’d like to offer a small snippet of insight to better understand, “Who is Amy Johns?” Understanding that the beginning of my academic journey may seem confusing and erratic; culture shock played a hand that I wasn’t as immune from as I had initially thought. Despite all my grandiose ideas about being one of the first few to make it off the reservation, pursue a higher education and achieve a successful outcome; I did find myself woefully ill prepared to tackle the world outside the insulated boundaries of my reservation. Since that time and through the years, I have lived on and off the reservation, and have found a very comfortable medium that allows me to seamlessly interact with those outside my culture, as well as within. Essentially, I did not give up and through hard work and sheer determination; I am grateful to now possess what I feel is the requisite maturity and experience necessary to take my scholarly endeavors to the next level in order to better serve those who would allow me to champion their cause.




