
What’s the difference?
	            	  SAT	ACT

	Preferred by
	Private schools, schools on the east and west coasts; more colleges prefer the SAT
	Public schools, schools in the middle of the country.

	Score Reporting
	Reports all scores to the colleges you pick, including the results of any early “practice” testing
	Reports only the score from the test date you pick to colleges you pick. You can choose to give colleges only your best scores.

	Highest Math level
	Algebra/basic geometry: test booklet provides formulas
	Trigonometry; test booklet has few formulas

	Skills most tested
	Vocabulary, reading, math
	Grammar, reading, math

	Penalty for wrong Answers
	Yes
	no

	Style
	Tricky, with misleading information
	Mostly straightforward

	Offered
	Seven times a year
	Six times a year

	When to register
	At least six weeks before test date
	At least four weeks before test date

	For more information
	www.collegeboard.com
	www.act.org




